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Reaction  to  Galilee  Clash 

ISRAIL.  The  Israelis  regard  the  Syrian 
bombardment  with  gravity.  Speaking  at 
the  UN  Security  Council.  Dec.  8,  the 
Ambassador  of  Israel,  Abba  Ebon  said: 

“Sorely  this  would  be  a  source  of  in¬ 
ternational  tension,  if  it  occurred  across 
any  frontier  between  states  anywhere 
in  the  world.  Nerer  has  such  a  thing 
happened  without  serious  reaction  and 
f  rare  repercussions.  The  Charter  of  the 
UN  does  not  oblige  —  indeed,  does  not 
allow  —  any  state  paasirely  to  endure 
such  assaults.” 

Israel  ia  “ardently  anxious”  to  aroid 
taking  action  in  reply. 

“We  hare  therefore,  buried  our  dead, 
tended  our  wounded,  begun  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  our  shattered  farms  and 
homesteads  and  hare  turned  to  the 
Security  Council  for  peaceful  redress, 
and  still  more  for  vigorous  deterrence.” 

THIUAR.  Bofor*  thw  Attack.  For  the 

last  several  months  there  has  been  a 
series  of  bitter  anti-Israel  broadcasts 
from  Cairo: 

Sapt.  lOt  “Israel  is  in  a  trap.”  .  .  . 

Sapt.  15t  “President  Nasser  has 
brought  together  this  part  of  the  Arab 
homeland,  which  has  determined  that 
its  goal  is  the  destruction  of  Israel.” 
Oct.  2Ss  “We  must  endeavor  to  link 
up  Jordan  with  the  UAR  and  to  expel 
Western  influence,  then  Israel  will 
fall.”  .  .  .  Oct.  29i  “The  Israel  army 
now  has  only  obsolete  weapons  and 
equipment,  whereas  the  Egyptian  army 
has  at  its  disposal  the  most  modem  and 
advanced  equipment  and  arms.  The 
Arab  army  has  now  been  converted  into 
a  force  that  has  been  freed  of  all  foreign 
influence  and  no  one  can  compete  with 
it  in  the  Middle  East”  Oct.  31 1  “Once 
the  Arab  peoples  will  rise,  not  a  trace 
will  remain  of  Israel.” 

After  tha  Attack.  The  UAR  in¬ 
sists  that  Israel  was  the  aggressor,  that 
Syria  reacted  in  self-defense  and  that 

(Continued  on  page  155) 


War  in  Galilee 

During  the  last  two  years  there  has  been  relative  calm  on  Israel’s 
frontiers.  It  has  been  marred  by  sporadic  Syrian  attacks  against  Israel 
land  reclamation  projects  in  the  Huleh  Valley.  But  on  the  whole  it  has 
been  demonstrated  that  the  Arab  states  and  Israel  can  co-exist  without 
conflict.  The  complaints  against  the  UAR  came  to  the  UN  Security 
Council,  not  from  Israel,  but  from  its  Arab  neighbors,  Jordan,  Lebanon 
and  Tunisia. 

Now  this  calm  has  been  shattered.  Within  recent  weeks  there  has 
been  a  rising  wave  of  incidents,  one  of  which  took  the  life  of  Mrs.  Joyce 
Doran,  wife  of  the  British  air  attache,  who  was  killed  by  Syrians  in  the 
Galilee  on  Nov.  17.  On  Dec.  3,  a  Syrian  army  post  shot  at  Israel  shep¬ 
herds  and  an  Israel  security  patrol  which  attempted  to  rescue  them. 
Israel  returned  the  Are.  Syrian  guns  then  unloosed  an  unprecedented 
bombardment,  raining  800  shells  on  seven  Israel  villages,  taking  one 
life,  injuring  three  and  inflicting  extensive  property  damage.  As  a 
result,  Israel  formally  appealed  to  the  UN  Security  Council  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  the  attacks. 

☆ 

One  may  speculate  that  the  incident  is  the  classic  diversion.  Col. 
Nasser’s  failure  to  establish  subservient  regimes  in  Jordan,  Lebanon, 
Iraq  and  the  Sudan,  and  his  difficulties  in  absorbing  Syria  may  have 
required  a  new  offensive  against  Israel  in  order  to  reclaim  leadership 
of  a  divided  Arab  world.  Obviously,  this  is  safer  in  S3rria  than  in  Gaza 
because  Syria  is  farther  from  Cairo  and  because  the  UNEF  is  in  Gaza 
and  deters  a  renewal  of  Nasser’s  fedayeen  raids.  Moreover,  in  eastern 
Galilee  the  Sjrrians  enjoy  a  geographic  advantage:  the  Israel  villages 
lie  low  in  the  plain,  while  Syrian  gun  emplacements  are  high  in  the 
hills  which  rise  to  the  east.  It  is  not  easy  for  the  Israelis  to  reply  to  the 
Syrian  attacks. 

But  it  is  dangerous  to  dismiss  this  bombardment  as  an  isolated  re¬ 
lease  of  pent-up  hatred  which,  one  prays,  will  not  recur.  The  Israelis 
do  not  take  this  complacent  view.  They  were  impelled  to  present  their 
plea  to  the  UN  Security  Council  by  their  deep  concern,  for  they  have 
monitored  the  rising  anti-Israel  incitement  on  the  Cairo  radio  which 
preceded  the  clash  and  the  gloating  self-adulation  with  which  Cairo  has 
glorified  it. 

If  the  UN  does  not  take  effective  deterrent  action,  the  Egyptians  and 
Syrians  will  come  to  believe  that  they  may  pursue  their  unilateral  war 
with  impunity.  We  may  then  be  faced  with  a  deterioration — a  renewal 
of  the  tragic  situation  which  prevailed  between  1954  and  1966,  when 
all  of  Israel’s  frontiers  were  a  sieve  through  which  Nasser  poured  ter¬ 
rorist  fedayeen,  and  when  the  Israel  government  was  compelled  to  take 
counter-measures  to  protect  its  settlers  against  pillage  and  death. 
The  Syrian  attack  should  meet  the  strongest  condemnation  at  the  hands 
of  the  UN  and  our  own  government. 
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ANALYSIS:  j 


...The  Struggle  in  Africa 


The  conferences  held  in  Egypt  and 
Ghana  during  the  last  fortnight  have 
spurred  Africa’s  struggle  for  independ¬ 
ence.  But  there  are  indications  that 
the  revolt  against  colonialism  does  not 
mean  the  inevitable  loss  of  Africa  to 
Moscow.  There  are  rising  African 
leaders  who  do  not  accept  Moscow’s 
line  that  American  imperi^ism  is  their 
main  enemy.  And  President  Nasser  of 
Egypt  has  many  rivals  for  leadership 
in  Africa.  He  is  finding  it  as  difficult 
to  become  the  No.  1  Pan-African  as 
he  is  to  become  the  No.  1  Pan-Arab. 

Moscow's  Lino.  On  Dec.  1.  to  set  the 
tone  for  the  two  conferences,  Cairo 
celebrated  a  “Leave  Africa  Day”,  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  secretariat  of  the  Airo- 
Asian  ^lidarity  Conference.  The 
Moscow  radio  declared: 

“The  U.  S.  has  long  coveted  Africa. 

U.  S.  monopolies  have  already  devel¬ 
oped  extensive  activities  with  a  view 
to  eliminating  their  West  European 
competitors  from  Africa  and  taking 
their  place.  In  addition,  the  ruling 
circles  of  the  U.  S.  strive  to  use  their 
military  bases,  blocs  and  so-called  aid 
for  the  enslavement  of  Africa.” 

And  the  UAR’s  radio  outlet  in 
Damascus  broadcast  a  declaration  that 
the  Soviet  Union  and  Communist 
China  are  the  “greatest  and  strongest” 
supporters  of  the  liberation  movements 
in  Asia  and  Africa,  the  while 
“monopolist  American  capitalism  will 
extend  its  influence  to  Africa  so  that 
the  U.  S.  can  gradually  occupy  the 
positions  of  its  weak  partners  who  are 
no  longer  able  to  stand  against  the 
people’s  self-liberation  movements.” 

Th«  Cairo  Confaranc*.  The  first  meet¬ 
ing,  held  in  Cairo  Dec.  8  to  11,  was  an 
economic  conference,  attended  by  non¬ 
governmental  representatives  of  39 
African  and  Asian  nations,  whose  ex¬ 
penses  were  paid  by  the  federation  of 
the  Egyptian  Chambers  of  Commerce. 
The  affair  was  press-agented  as  the  off¬ 
spring  of  Bandung  (of  somewhat  dubi¬ 
ous  lineage).  It  had  strong  Communist 
indorsement  and  participation.  The 
Russians  and  Chinese  campaigned  to 
lure  trade  from  the  West. 

But  the  conference  did  not  roll 
smoothly  on  Communist  tracks.  There 
were  attempted  derailments.  An  11- 
nation  committee  was  set  up  to  launch 
what  is  called  the  “Afro-Asian  Organi¬ 


zation  for  Economic  Cooperation.”  It 
consisted  of  China,  Ethiopia,  Ghana, 
Indonesia,  Iraq,  Japan,  Libya,  Pakistan, 
Sudan,  UAR  and  India. 

But  Indonesia  fought  bitterly  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  Soviet  Union  because  it  is  a 
European  power.  Its  threats  to  bolt 
were  echo^  by  the  Philippines  who 
wanted  invitations  extended  to  South 
Korea  and  Nationalist  China.  And, 
after  the  Red  Chinese  blocked  the 
Philippines  from  the  working  commit¬ 
tee  the  latter  warned:  “Unless  political 
considerations  are  removed,  many  na¬ 
tions  participating  in  the  conference 
will  not  come  back.”  Even  Egypt  suf¬ 
fered  rebuff.  India’s  delegates  opposed 
Cairo’s  selection  as  the  future  center. 
It  will  be  provisional  headquarters  for 
just  a  year. 

Th*  African  Parsonality.  Communists 
were  less  conspicuous  at  the  All-African 
Peoples  Conference  at  Accra,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  Ghana,  to  which  came  some  280 
delegates  and  observers  from  25  Afri¬ 
can  countries,  leaders  in  politics,  labor, 
agriculture  and  youth.  Tlie  slogan  was 
“hands  off  Africa,”  a  warning  that  might 
have  been  directed  as  much  at  the 
advancing  Communists  as  the  retreat¬ 
ing  Colonials. 

Premier  Kwame  Nkrumah,  of  Ghana, 
declared: 

“Do  not  let  ua  also  forget  that 
colonialism  and  imperialism  may 
come  to  ns  yet  in  a  different  guise, 
not  necessarily  from  Europe.” 

It  was  anybi^y’s  guess,  depending 
upon  the  identity  of  the  guesser,  wheth¬ 
er  he  meant  China,  the  Soviet  Union  or 
the  United  States. 

But  in  Accra,  unlike  Cairo,  the  U.  S. 
was  hailed,  not  as  enemy,  but  as 
inspiration. 

A  few  days  before  the  conference, 
Ghana  and  Guinea  (which  had 
uniquely  voted  to  withdraw  from  the 
French  Union)  announced  tfieir  deci¬ 
sion  to  form  the  “Union  of  West  Afri¬ 
can  States” — what  Dr.  Nkrumah  hopes 
will  be  the  nucleus  of  a  much  larger 
West  African  federation.  Their  decla¬ 
ration,  in  striking  contradiction  to  the 
broadcasts  from  Moscow,  Cairo  and 
Damascus,  acknowledged  that  they 
were  “inspired  by  the  example  of  the 
13  American  colonies.” 

And,  unlike  the  Egyptians  and  Al¬ 
gerians,  Nkrumah  pledged  support  for 
non-violent  action  in  the  pursuit  of  in¬ 


dependence.  On  this,  there  were  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion.  The  youthful  confer¬ 
ence  chairman,  Tom  Mboya,  general 
secretary  of  the  Kenya  Federation  of 
Labor,  insisted  that  “pious  resolutions” 
would  not  suffice  and  he  called  for  mili¬ 
tant  mass  organizations  and  weapons  to 
carry  on  the  struggle.  But  Nkrumah 
projected  four  goals:  the  attainment  of 
freedom;  its  consolidation;  unity  and 
community  between  the  free  African 
states  (there  are  now  nine,  embracing 
one  third  of  the  continent’s  population 
in  one  sixth  of  its  area);  and  economic 
and  social  reconstruction. 

The  conference  finally  adopted  a 
statement  that  independence  could  be 
attained  by  peaceful  means  where  de¬ 
mocracy  prevailed  but  allowed  for 
retaliation  where  people  are  subjected 
to  violence. 

Ghana’s  leadership  in  the  African 
independence  movement  highlights  the 
rivalry  between  Nasser,  the  military  dic¬ 
tator,  who  seeks  to  dominate  Africa  by 
the  exploitation  of  Islam  and  by  anti- 
Western  slogans,  and  Nkrumah,  the 
American-educated  professor,  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  who  remains  the  friend  of  the 
West  (Ghana  continues  as  a  British 
dominion),  who  supports  President 
Habib  Bourguiba,  of  Tunisia,  Nasser’s 
bitter  foe,  and  who  co-operates  with 
Israel  in  trade  and  education.  Nkrumah 
provides  an  answer  to  the  Cairo  radio 
on  every  point  in  the  ideological  com¬ 
pass — for  all  Africa  to  witness. 

Nassar's  Woapens.  In  his  drive  for 
hegemony  over  Africa,  Nasser  has  two 
weapons. 

One  is  the  powerful  radio  apparatus 
which  broadcasts  the  Big  Lie  against 
America  and  the  West  (never  against 
the  USSR)  in  a  multitude  of  dialects. 
On  March  9,  1957,  Nasser  told  his 
army  officers: 

“The  radio  is  a  weapon  ...  no  less 
important  than  guns  and  fighter  air¬ 
craft  . . .  with  which  you  can  hit  with¬ 
out  being  hurt  yourself.” 

There  are  about  200  million  people 
in  Africa  and  only  about  5  million  are 
white.  And  so  Cairo  unscrupulously 
incites  its  listeners  against  the  “white 
dogs”  and  the  “colonial  pigs.”  Ex¬ 
amples: 

June  25:  “I  would  like  the  lackeys, 
hirelings  and  black  Europeans  to  sl^ 
their  white  masters  and  look  into  their 
black  souls.” 
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Sept.  6:  "If  we  look,  we  see  blood, 
blood  and  more  blood  on  the  pave¬ 
ments.  It  is  the  blood  of  non- 
Europeans  like  you  and  me  .  .  . 
Colored  people  are  losing  their  lives 
. . .  These  colored  people  are  you  and 
me  .  .  .  There  are  only  two  races  in 
the  world,  the  white  race  and  the 
colored  race.  .  . 

Nasser’s  second  weapon  is  religion. 
There  are  already  60  million  Moslems 
in  Africa  (as  compared  with  about  21 
million  Christians)  and  their  number 
gains  rapidly  because  conversion  to 
Islam  requires  a  simple  and  swift  five 
minutes.  Nasser  has  been  quoted  as 
saying  that  Islam  is  the  one  alternative 
faith  that  can  save  Africans  from 
paganism  and,  at  the  same  time,  en¬ 
courage  their  independent,  p>olitical  and 
economic  development.  Thus  Islam 
enables  Nasser  to  leap  a  continent  and 
reach  distant  Nigeria,  where  there  are 
many  Moslems.  The  Prime  Minister  of 
Western  Nigeria,  Chief  Obafemi  Awo- 
lowo,  said,  in  September: 

“His  attitude  to  non-Arab  Africans 
does  not  appear  to  be  conducive  to 
mutual  co-operation.  It  is  the  height 
of  folly  and  shortsightedness  to  have 
close  political  association  with  Egypt 
so  long  as  President  Nasser  holds 
sway  in  that  country.” 

Push  to  tho  South.  But  Nasser’s  ma¬ 
jor  interest  in  Africa  now  lies  to  the 
south.  A  glance  at  the  map  tells  why. 

He  wants  to  build  the  Aswan  Dam 
and  he  must  therefore  win  agreement 
with  both  Sudan  and  Ethiopia,  the 
highlands  where  the  Nile  waters  origi¬ 
nate.  His  difficulties  with  Sudan  were 
described  here  (Nov.  3).  He  finds 
Ethiopia  no  easier.  Emperor  Haile 
Selassie  declared  in  a  speech  from  the 
throne  on  Nov.  2  that  Ethiopia  has 
first  priority  on  her  natural  wealth. 

But  Nasser  has  still  another  goal. 
He  wants  to  control  the  eastern  coast 
of  Africa  in  order  to  dominate  the 
waters  of  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Gulf 
of  Aden.  This  means  that  he  would 
like  to  control  the  Sudan,  Eritrea  (the 
coastal  region  of  Ethiopia),  French 
Somaliland,  British  Somaliland,  and 
Somalia.  [Yemen,  already  a  Nasser 
satellite,  commands  the  Red  Sea  on  the 
0[^osite  shore.] 

Somalia— Nassur's  Koy.  The  moun¬ 
tainous  plateau  of  Ethiopia  is  not  easily 
conquered.  It  has  remained  independ¬ 
ent  for  more  than  3,000  years,  except 
for  Mussolini’s  brief  rule.  But  Nasser 
can  weaken  or  dismember  Ethiopia  by 
indirection — by  a  campaign  for  a  Great¬ 
er  Somalia  to  consist  of  the  former 
Italian  colonies. 

By  a  UN  decision  in  1950,  Somalia 
was  placed  under  trusteeship.  It  be¬ 
comes  free  in  1960.  Nasser  hopes  to 
make  it  a  UAR  puppet,  and  to  expand 


its  territory  to  include  both  British 
and  French  Somaliland  on  the  north. 

Nasser’s  prt^aganda  machine  drums 
revolt  into  Somali  ears.  In  May,  1956, 
Egypt  asked  the  UN  to  make  Islam  the 
state  religion  and  Arabic  the  official 
language  in  the  trust  territory.  In  De¬ 
cember,  1957,  the  Egyptian  vice-consul 
in  Somalia  was  expelled  for  distributing 
literature  urging  annexation  to  Egypt. 
And  the  Cairo  radio  in  recent  weelu: 

Sept.  26:  “We  Somali  people  must 
rise  against  imperialism  and  unite  our 
scattered  parts.  Freedom  is  never 
granted.” . . .  Oct.  3:  “French  imperial¬ 
ism  will  not  be  shaken  by  demonstra¬ 
tions  as  much  as  it  would  be  by  vio¬ 
lent  revolutionary  movements  .  .  .  We 
must  organize  in  a  struggle  for  the 
whole  of  Somaliland.”  Nov.  28:  “It 
is  not  enough  to  send  telegrams  to 
the  UN  demanding  independence  and 
a  plebiscite  .  .  .  We  must  do  some¬ 
thing  serious  to  shake  the  structure  of 
the  imperialists.” 

(Notwithstanding  Cairo  agitation, 
the  Representative  Council  of  French 
Somaliland  voted  27  to  4  to  remain 
a  French  colony  on  Dec.  11.) 

Paril  to  ithiopia.  If  Cairo  succeeds 
in  its  campaign  to  create  a  Greater 
Somalia,  Ethiopia  will  be  exposed  to 
Sudeten-like  secessionist  pressures.  Oga- 
den,  a  southern  province  of  Ethiopia,  is 
populated  mostly  by  Somalis.  Eritrea, 
the  former  Italian  colony,  which  was 
federated  with  Ethiopia  in  1952,  by  a 
UN  decision  over  Arab  protests,  is  said 
to  be  half  Copt,  half  Moslem.  Doubt¬ 
less  there  would  be  a  campaign  to 
create  an  independent  Eritrea  or  to 
merge  it  with  Somalia.  This  would 
deprive  Ethiopia  of  its  outlet  to  the  sea, 
would  give  Nasser  an  all-Moslem  coast¬ 
line,  and  would  virtually  surround 
the  Ethiopian  Kingdom  with  Nasser- 
orientated  states. 

Haile  Selassie  and  most  of  Ethiopia’s 
leaders  are  Copts — descendants  of 
Christians  who  preceded  Islam — and 
Moslems  are  believed  to  be  a  minority 
of  Ethiopia’s  12  million  population. 
Yet,  on  Aug.  1,  1955,  Cairo  radio  de¬ 
scribed  Ethiopia  as  a  country  where 
“the  Christian  minority  (!)  rules  with 
a  ruthless  hand  over  its  Moslem  major¬ 
ity  in  a  manner  unimaginable  in  the 
20th  century.”  In  1956,  Nasser’s  mili¬ 
tary  attache  was  expelled  from  Addis 
Ababa  when  he  attempted  to  recruit 
Ethiopian  Moslems  in  the  Egyptian 
army.  And,  on  Feb.  16,  1957,  the 
Emperor  charged  to  the  N.Y.  Times 
that  Nasser  was  trying  to  stir  up  the 
Moslem  population. 

The  future  of  Somalia — on  the  horn 
of  Africa — ^will  be  decided  in  1960.  It 
may  have  fateful  consequences  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  outcome  of  the  growing 
struggle  between  Pan-Islam  and  Pan- 
Africa. 
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continued 

tlM  Israelis  suffered  a  “defeat”  at  the 
Security  Council.  But  it  warns  Israel 
there  is  more  to  come. 

Cairo  Radio,  Dec.  4: 

“Yesterday  the  northeastem  border 
areas  of  Israel  tasted  Arab  gunfire,  but 
it  can  be  said  that  this  taste  is  not  bit¬ 
ter  enough  and  surprises  await  the 
citizens  of  Israel  if  they  follow  Ben- 
Gurion  into  provoking  the  United  Arab 
Republic  .  .  .  The  Arab  giant  has 
reached  his  full  stature  and  he  will  not 
bear  a  trial  of  strength  by  a  little  bug 
which  he  can  tread  down  .  .  .” 

JORDAN.  The  Amman  radio  com¬ 
petes  with  Cairo  in  its  anti-Israel  broad¬ 
casts.  Quoting  Falastin,  the  Jordan 
daily,  Nov.  1: 

“Now  the  time  has  come  for  action. 
Now  we  must  make  ready  tor  our  lofty 
task,  putting  an  end  to  the  existence  of 
the  Jewish  state  no  matter  what  the 
difiiculties.”  Nov.  4:  “The  danger  hov¬ 
ering  over  the  Arab  world  will  not  pass 
so  long  as  Israel  exists.” 

And  on  Dec.  8  in  a  long  broadcast, 
Amman  taunts  Cairo:  If  the  UAR  real¬ 
ly  believes  that  Israel  is  the  aggressor, 
the  broadcast  asks,  “why  does  it  resort 
even  in  these  very  critical  times  to 
measures  that  tend  to  divide  Arab 
ranks  and  shatter  Arab  unity.” 

The  broadcast  complains  that  the 
Egyptians  have  not  opposed  Israel.  It 
cites  Egypt’s  consent  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  UNEF  which,  “in  reality  has 
imposed  a  solution  of  the  Palestine 
problem  in  its  Egyptian-Israel  aspect” 
because  it  guarantees  Israel  trade  across 
the  Aqaba  Gulf. 

The  Jordanians  express  the  fear  that 
Egypt  might  agree  to  a  UNEF  along 
the  Syrian  border  because  “it  would 
constitute  a  permanent  protection  for 
Israel  in  its  present  borders,  exclusion 
of  UAR  from  the  Palestinian  field  and 
a  cheap  solution  to  the  problem,  the  de¬ 
fense  of  which  lies  with  Syrian  forces.” 
Jordan,  it  says,  defends  its  Israel  fron¬ 
tier  with  its  own  sons  not  with  a  foreign 
UNEF. 

THfi  USSR.  Moscow’s  Near  Eastern 
Service  in  Arabic  on  Dec.  8  insists  that 
the  West  is  purposely  trying  to  en¬ 
courage  Israel  to  stage  a  new  adventure 
against  the  Arabs  in  order  to  furnish 
the  U.  S.  with  an  excuse  for  interven¬ 
tion.  It  says: 

“It  has  become  obvious  that  im¬ 
perialist  circles  are  unable  to  disregard 
public  opinion.  Demands  by  bankrupt 
leaders  like  Hussein  and  Chamoun  are 
insufficient  to  justify  Anglo-American 
occupation  of  these  two  Arab  countries, 
hence  the  United  States  is  now  trying 
to  find  a  new  pretext  for  another  inter¬ 
vention,  a  pretext  stronger  than  mere 
requests  for  aid  from  politicians  who 
enjoy  no  support  by  their  peoples.” 
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Alarm  Ovar  Ba9hdad.  Washing¬ 
ton’s  gravest  Near  East  worry  is  the 
future  of  Iraq  and  the  direction  in 
which  Premier  Abdul  el-Kassem  is 
traveling.  Recent  reports  show  that  the 
Iraqi  dictator,  having  resisted  President 
Gamal  Abdel  Nasser’s  efforts  to  woo 
him  into  the  UAR,  is  relying  increas¬ 
ingly  on  Moscow  and  the  Communist- 
led  mob  in  Baghdad. 

From  Moscow  last  month  Baghdad 
received  a  considerable  quantity  of 
Soviet  tanks,  jet  planes  and  guns,  along 
with  a  Communist  training  mission.  To 
the  Iraq  Communist  mob,  el-Kassem  is 
tossing  conservative  nationalist  leaders, 
many  of  whom  collaborated  with  him  in 
the  July  14  uprising  against  the  mon¬ 
archy  and  the  pro-West  regime. 

[Unconfirmed  reports  say  that  Iraq 
has  carried  out  the  sentence  of  death 
by  hanging  on  Fadhil  al-Jamali,  ex-for- 
eign  minister,  and  several  associates  in 
the  Nuri  Said  government.  These  re¬ 
ports  also  indicate  a  growing  deteriora- 
ports  in  the  el-Kassem  government] 

There  are  two  schools  of  thought 
in  diplomatic  circles  in  Washington. 
One  holds  that  el-Kassem,  having  used 
Communist  support  to  thwart  Nasser, 
will  be  strong  enough  to  retain  his 
independence.  The  other  takes  the  pes¬ 
simistic  view  that  Iraq  is  being  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Kremlin. 

On  Dec.  8  el-Kassem  exposed  a  plot 
against  his  regime.  Details  are  few. 
The  Premier  charged  that  the  plot  ’^vas 
the  work  of  some  corrupt  elements  with 
the  help  of  foreigners  outside  of  Iraq.” 
It  was  indicated  that  the  plot  was  the 
outgrowth  of  internal  discontent,  which 
has  been  aggravated  by  a  bad  1958 
crop  and  resistance  to.  el-Kassem’s  land 
reform  program.  (Drought  and  locust 
damage  have  cut  1958  wheat  estimates 
to  345,000  tons,  compared  with  one 
million  tons  last  year;  barley  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  714,0(X)  tons,  compared  with 
1,350,000  tons  in  1957.) 

To  redistribute  land,  el-Kassem  has 
named  “seizure  committees”  and 
warned  landowners  of  the  dire  conse¬ 
quences  of  non-cooperation.  Among 
those  most  directly  affected  are  the 
southern  sheikhs  who  own  large  tracts 
of  land.  According  to  one  version, 
these  elements  were  in  the  plot 

Some  observers  suggest  that  the 
foreigners  whom  el-Kassem  denounced 
were  pro-Nasser  groups,  but  Clairo  and 
Moscow  have  charged  that  the  U.  S. 
was  behind  the  plot  and,  to  add  color  to 
this  anti-American  smear.  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  William  M.  Roun¬ 
tree’s  current  tour  of  the  region  has 
been  linked  with  the  conspiracy. 


But  the  reports  from  Cairo  insist  that 
those  who  have  been  purged  by  el- 
Kassem  are  nationalist  array  officers 
and  that  Communists  or  fellow-travel¬ 
ers  are  replacing  them.  More  than  375 
persons,  including  50  crack  army  of¬ 
ficers,  are  reported  to  have  been  ar¬ 
rested  in  the  purge,  among  them  the 
nationalist  Iraqi  police  chief  Tahir 
Yahya  and  the  notorious  Rashid  el- 
Kilani,  the  former  pro-Nazi  who  led 
the  1941  revolt 

Na.sser  bitterlv  resents  el-Kassem, 
who  successfully  challenged  his  bid  to 
dominate  the  entire  Arab  world.  Nas¬ 
ser,  more  than  anyone  else,  has  been 
sounding  the  alarm  that  his  Iraq  rival 
is  moving  into  the  Moscow  orbit,  and 
he  has  been  telling  Western  observers 
that  support  for  his  own  aspirations 
might  yet  block  Communist  penetra¬ 
tion  and  save  Iraq.  He  has  bMn  sug¬ 
gesting  that  the  time  has  come  to 
“normalize”  relations  with  the  U.  S. 

Yet,  Nasser  still  does  not  hesitate 
to  work  with  the  Communists  in  his 
efforts  to  penetrate  and  dominate  Africa 
(see  page  2).  The  Cairo  propaganda 
agencies  persist  in  their  scurrilous  at¬ 
tacks  on  the  U.  S.  and  on  American 
officials.  The  Cairo  daily  Al-Shaab, 
noting  Mr.  Rountree’s  visit  to  the  reg¬ 
ion,  calls  him  “the  imbecile  American 
ScCTetary  of  State,”  and  accuses  the 
U.  S.  of  plotting  against  the  Arabs. 

In  Beirut,  Rountree  declared  that 
he  hoped  Nasser  would  reciprocate 
U.  S.  ^orts  to  improve  relations.  After 
he  left.  Premier  Karami  told  newsmen 
that  Lebanon  no  longer  felt  bound  by 
the  Eisenhower  Doctrine.  In  Baghdad, 
Rountree  was  met  at  the  airport  by  an 
angry  Communist  mob  screaming  at 
him  to  go  home. 

Oil  WaoHh.  Direct  payments  to  oil 
producing  states  in  the  Near  East  will 
reach  a  record  of  $1,2()0,(XX),(XX)  in 
1958.  Payments  last  year  totaled  $1,- 
016,0()0,(XX).  Prospects  are  that  the 
Arab  states  and  Iran  will  produce  more 


than  half  the  free  world’s  present  output 
of  nine  million  barrels  a  day  when  cur¬ 
rent  programs  are  completed. 

In  Iraq,  despite  internal  political 
problems,  oil  production  reached  a  rec¬ 
ord  815,000  barrels  a  day  and  the  rate 
is  increasing  steadily.  Greater  produc¬ 
tion  is  also  anticipated  in  Kuwait, 
Bahrein  and  Saudi  Arabia  with  the 
completion  of  new  oil  well  drillings. 
Reliof  Program.  A  U.  S.  resolution 
continuing  the  UNRWA  program  for 
another  year  was  adopted  in  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly’s  Special  Political  Com¬ 
mittee  by  a  vote  of  44-0  with  18  na¬ 
tions  abstaining.  Among  them:  the 
Arab  states,  Ghana  and  the  Soviet  bloc. 

The  U.  S.  had  been  insisting  on  a. 
complete  restudy  of  the  future  program 
of  UNRWA,  which  comes  to  an  end  in 
1960,  but  encountered  the  strong  op¬ 
position  of  the  Arab  states  to  any 
change.  In  the  resolution  that  was. 
presented,  there  was  a  provision  that 
Secretary  General  Dag  Hammarskjold. 
make  a  special  study  of  the  refugee 
problem  and  report  back  to  the  As¬ 
sembly  next  year,  but  even  this  mild 
statement  apparently  was  objectionable 
and  was  dropped  when  Hammarskjold 
assured  the  U.  S.  that  he  could  make 
this  study  on  his  own  authority. 

The  resolution  also  calb  on  the  Arab 
host  governments  to  recognize  UNRWA 
as  an  international  agency  and  to  co¬ 
operate  fully  in  its  efforts  to  carry  out 
its  program,  an  implied  recognition  of 
criticisms  in  UNRWA’s  annual  report 

Israel  has  now  released  to  the  Arab 
refugees  a  total  of  $12.5  million  in 
frozen  bank  accounts. 

Rataliation.  Israel  is  holding  a  50()-ton 
Egyptian  vessel  which  wandered  into 
Haifa  harbor,  but  has  released  its  seven- 
man  crew  and  its  cargo  of  salt.  This 
is  in  retaliation  for  two  Israeli  ships  held 
by  Egypt,  the  “Bat  Galim”  and  the 
“Doron”,  a  modern  fishing  boat  which 
Egypt  has  incorporated  into  its  mer¬ 
chant  marine.  Israel  has  protested  to 
the  UN. 
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